206                           THE DEPRESSED CLASSES

work, bribery and jobbery in the matter of recruitment to service
of local bodies, and indebtedness. Like other large-scale employ-
ers of labour, local bodies have hitherto been taking advantage of
the unequal bargaining power of their employees. This state of
affairs must now be ended. Local bodies must stop treating the
Bhangis as casual labourers. They should place the majority of
these people on a permanent basis. At no time should a local
body employ more than one-fourth of the total number of Bhangis
on a temporary basis. Instead of a fixed monthly pay, they may
be given a suitable scale of pay having increments at regular in-
tervals. This would increase efficiency. It is desirable too that
these people should be entitled to about ten days' leave with pay
during a year. Furthermore, the women employees of local
bodies should be allowed maternity leave. Bribery and jobbery
must also be weeded out. Only by strict vigilance over Jama-
dars and Sanitary Inspectors can this be achieved. The recruit-
ment of Bhangis should be entrusted to specially constituted
committees consisting of a few respectable local citizens, with the
Secretary and Chairman of the local body concerned as ex-
officio members. In selecting candidates for the posts of
Jamadars and Sanitary Inspectors preference should be given
to the Bhangis themselves when they are qualified. Local bodies
must also provide suitable residential quarters for these people.
One of the reasons explaining their unsatisfactory condition is
excessive consumption of liquor. But this can only be reduced
by making their work less unwholesome (through adoption of
modern methods of disposal of night-soil), by reducing the hours
of work, by providing them better houses in better surroundings,
and by educating them. Provision of cheap credit is a crying
need of theirs. They borrow not only for meeting unforeseen
contingencies but also for making their day-to-day purchases.
Local bodies ought to adopt the system of bi-monthly payment
of wages. Besides, co-operative credit and thrift societies should
also be started.

Criminal Tribes

The only way of reclaiming tribes that are inclined Jgwards
crime appears to lie in settling them on the land and in training
them for occupations that are likely to prove profitable. Facilities